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SUBJECT: ESTABLISHMENT OF NEW GVN FOOD AGENCY 

1. ON DECEMBER 9 IN MOVE EXPECTED FOR SOME TIME PRIME MINISTER S 
OFFICE ANNOUNCED THAT THE PREVIOUS PURCHASING ARM OF GVN, THE 
GENERAL SUPPLY AGENCY, (GSA) IS NOW SUPPLANTED BY NATIONAL FOOD 
AGENCY (NFA). 

2. GSA'S PRIME FUNCTIONS WERE TO HANDLE RICE IMPROTS, TO 
COORDINATE THE PURCHASE OF DOMESTIC RICE SUPPLIES FOR THE GVN, 

AND TO PROVIDE FOR DISTRIBUTION OF RICE TO CIVIL SERVANTS, 

REFUGEES, MILITARY QUARTERMASTERS AND-TO A LIMITED EXTENT- 
CENTRAL VIETNAM MERCHANTS. HOWEVER, AS THE RICE PRICE AND 
MOVEMENTS CONTROL SYSTEM ESTABLISHED AUGUST 24 EXPANDED, GSA 
FOUND ITSELF WITH WIDER RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDING PURCHASE, 
FINANCING, STORAGE AND DISTRIBUTION OF THE GREAT BULK OF RICE 
SUPPLIES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY. BLAME FOR SHORTCOMINGS IN RICE 
COLLECTION AND DISTRIBUTION DURING THE LAST FEW MONTHS WAS 
INCREASINGLY LAID ON GSA. GSA AND PARTICULARLY ITS HEAD, LE VAN KIM 
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3. DECREE ESTABLISHING NFA GIVES IT WIDE POWERS OVER COLLECTION 
AND DISTRIBUTION NOT ONLY OF RICE BUT OF OTHER FOODS. WE 
BELIEVE THAT IT WILL INITIALLY SIMPLY TAKE OVER GSA'S RECENT 
FUNCTIONS WITH RESPECT TO RICE, AND THE EXTENT OF OPERATIONS ON 
OTHER FOODSTUFFS HAS NOT BEEN DETERMINED. 

4. DR. TRAN QUANG MINH HAS BEEN NAMED AS HEAD OF NFA. MINH WAS 
ONLY RECENTLY APPOINTED AS VICE-MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, AND HE 
NOW LEAVES THAT POST. A SUCCESSOR HAS NOT BEEN CHOSEN. IN HIS NEW 
JOB MINH WILL REPORT TO MINITER OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY. 

5. ONE OF MINH S FIRST TASKS WILL BE TO HELP DETERMINE, AND 
THEN EXECUTE, GVN RICE POLICY FOR 1974. MINH WENT TO CAN THO 
DECEMBER 1 1 FOR DISCUSSION WITH MF-4 COMMANDER GENERAL NGHIA, 
PRESUMABLY ON THIS SUBJECT. MARTIN 
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